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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

Claims 1-3 and 5-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Rayner (US 6,449,540). 

With regard to claim 1, Rayner discloses in Fig. 3, an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
the system comprises the audio transducer capable of converting 
sound into a representative electrical audio signal (microphone 
90, col. 3, line 59-67 and col. 4, lines 1-3); processor 
communicating with said audio transducer and selectively causing 
said audio signal to be outputted by said audio transducer (CPU 
74 controls logic circuit 72 that stores audio signals into 
memory 78 and 100, col. 3, line 25 and col. 4, lines 31-56), and 
a memory receiving said audio signal (memory circuit comprises 
dynamic RAM or buffer 78 and permanent digital memory 100, col. 
4, lines 31-33), said memory including an audio buffer (buffer 
78 temporarily stores audio and image data, col. 4, lines 3 0-42) 
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capable of continuously storing a predetermined amount of said 
audio signal and including at least one audio storage cell 
capable of storing at least a portion of said audio signal held 
in said audio buffer (digital memory includes memory space or 
cells that are used to store data transferred from buffer 78, 
col. 4, lines 31-43); wherein said processor causes at least a 
portion of said audio signal from said audio buffer to be stored 
into said at least one audio storage cell upon an input command 
of a user (a user activates a trigger signal by using "panic" 
button 110 wherein upon receiving the trigger signal CPU 74 
causes the data transfer from buffer 78 to permanent memory 
100) . 

With regard to claim 2, Rayner discloses in Fig, 3, an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
the system comprises the audio conditioning circuit that 
performs audio signal processing on said audio signal (low pass 
filter 94 A/D working in combination with converter 8 6 removes 
noise and converts audio signals into digital signals which are 
in condition for storing in buffer 78col. 3, lines 49-58). 

With regard to claim 3, Rayner discloses in Fig. 3, an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
the system comprises the audio buffer receives said audio signal 
when said image capturing device is in an audio capture mode 
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(buffer 78 stores audio signals from microphone 90 when the 
system is on for recording an event; where the system is on 
audio and video image mode) . 

With regard to claim 5, Rayner discloses in Fig. 3, an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
the system comprises the audio buffer receives said audio signal 
when said image capturing device is powered on (when power from 
vehicle is supplied to the camera system, buffer 78 starts to 
record image and audio data, col, 3, lines 37-47) . 

With regard to claim 6, Rayner discloses in Fig. 3, an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
the system comprises the processor stores said at least a 
portion of said audio signal upon a user input (operator 
activates panic button 110 where the activation activates 
recording process of audio signals from microphone 90) . 

With regard to claim 7, Rayner discloses in Fig. 3, an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
the system comprises the at least a portion of said audio signal 
upon a user input, and wherein said user input is not 
constrained to occur simultaneously with an image capture (panic 
button 110 is used by an operator to activate audio receding and 
when trigger signals from sound wave detector 250 is detected, 
the camera is activated; in other words, sound recording can be 
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recorded separately from video recording, col. 4, lines 63-67 
and col. 5, lines 50-61) . 

With regard to claim 8, Rayner discloses in Fig. 3, an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
the system comprises the processor stores said at least a 
portion of said audio signal upon a user input, and wherein said 
user input specifies a portion of said audio signal to be stored 
(panic button is used to record specific event, col. 4, lines 
57-67) . 

With regard to claim 9, Rayner discloses in Fig. 3, an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
the system performs the steps of continuously storing a 
predetermined time amount of an audio signal in an audio buffer 
in said image capturing device (buffer 78 stores image and audio 
data in a continuous- loop fashion, col. 3, lines 39-49); and 
selectively storing at least a portion of said audio signal in a 
memory storage area upon receipt of a store command input from a 
user (panic button 110 or sound wave detector 250) . 

Claim 10 recites what was discussed with respect to claim 

3 . 

With regard to claim 11, Rayner discloses in Fig. 3,. an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
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the system performs the steps of preliminary step of converting 
sound into said audio signal (microphone 90) . 

With regard to claim 12, Rayner discloses in Fig. 3, an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
the system comprise the store command input comprises a store 
command input unassociated with any image function (sound wave 
detector 25 0 can activate the system without any assistance from 
image capture process, col. 5, lines 50-60). 

With regard to claim 13, Rayner discloses in Fig. 3, an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
the system comprise the store command input is automatically 
issued in conjunction with an image capture function (panic 
button 110 is activated by a user) . 

With regard to claim 14, claim 14 recites what was 
discussed with respect to claim 7. 

With regard to claim 15, Rayner discloses in Fig. 3, an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
the system performs the steps of continuously storing a 
predetermined time amount of an audio signal in an audio buffer 
in said image capturing device when said image capturing device 
is in an audio capture mode [the camera system includes audio 
mode (recoding by using microphone 90) and video mode (recording 
by using cameras) ; noted that buffer 78 records audio and image 
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data in a predetermined time amount at a continuous loop 
fashion, col. 3, lines 38-49]; where the system can obtain audio 
signals from microphone 90 in a audio mode) ; and storing at 
least a portion of said audio signal upon a store command input 
from a user (upon an activation of panic button 110, CPU 74 
temporarily stores the activation command signal and activates 
the cameras and microphone, col. 4, lines 57-67). 

With regard to claim 16, t Rayner discloses in Fig. 3, an 
image capture system 10 which includes cameras 62 and 65, where 
the system performs the steps of preliminary step of converting 
sound into said audio signal (microphone 90 is used to convert 
sounds into audio signals) . 

With regard to claims 17-19 recite what was discussed with 
respect to claims 12-14. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made . 
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Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over 0 Rayner in view of Friedman et al (US 
5, 815, 316) . 

Rayner discloses the same subject matter as discussed with 
respect to claim 1, except that the audio buffer receives said 
audio signal when a lens cover is open and a lens apparatus is 
exposed. 

Rayner does not explicitly disclose any audio buffer 
receives said audio signal when a lens cover is open and a lens 
apparatus is exposed. However, Friedman et al teaches in Fig. 3, 
using a lens cap 31 where when the cap is open and lens 22 is 
exposed, the battery 3 0 provides power to the viewer 11, col. 
30, lines 31-37. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the lens caps of cameras 62 or 65 of Rayner so that when one of 
the cap is open, the system is activated and starts recording 
audio and video data. This is because the action of opening the 
caps would make the camera ready and conveniently to activate 
the cameras . 
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3 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Hamamura discloses an electronic camera that can record 
audio signals. 

Chan discloses an camera system that can record sound and 
video images upon a activation of a user. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN HO 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-7365. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's acting supervisor, David Ometz can 
be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(572) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
Customer Service whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 
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